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If necessity is indeed the mother of all invention, then the individuals profiled in this volume should

be considered the most laudable of all midwives. They each saw a need and met it. Readers will

learn more about the lives and methodologies of well-known inventors such as Benjamin Franklin

and Thomas Edison, and become familiar with innovators who have touched our lives though they

have remained nameless or long forgotten.
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Grade 9 Upâ€“This ambitious series corrals world history's major doers and thinkers whose work

challenges and inspires people consistently, or incites change or reform on a large scale. People of

many races and nationalities are represented. Careful wording bridges one chronologically arranged

article to the next, enhancing the idea that one person's work builds on an earlier individual's

accomplishments. The style of writing varies some from article to article. Some pieces are written in

an accessible, straightforward style, while others are convoluted. Painters and Sculptors states, for

example, that â€¦the complex culture of late Medicean Florence, which was simultaneously infused

with the romantic sentiment of courtly love and with the humanist interest for Classical antiquity and

its vanished artistic traditions, employed these mythological figures more fully and in more correctly

antiquarian fashion. That aside, this series is a goldmine. A few black-and-white illustrations appear

throughout. (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,

Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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